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House Appropriations chair Terry England

The information on Atlanta Unfiltered is free to all — except me. Open
records requests, research tools, car expenses, insurance, website
maintenance — not to mention time — all cost money. Atlanta Unfiltered
needs your financial support to continue following the money in Georgia
politics. Use the Donate button on this page to help produce more articles
like this one.

Terry Lamar England (R-Auburn)
District 116 (Barrow County)
Legislative website
Campaign website

Voting record

Overview

Terry England, chairman of the House
Appropriations Committee, had to close his
Winder-based farm supply business in 2012

| but still owed the Georgia Development
Authority the better part of $575,000 borrowed
to consolidate debts in 2009. The property was
rezoned in February 2013 to allow a church to
| operate there under a lease-purchase
arrangement that will cover payments on the
debt.

Farmers and agribusinesses are not required
to pay off loans from the authority if they’re no
longer in business.

England

“The way [the authority’s] charter is set up, they can do that,” England said.
“As long as they’re getting paid from that point forward, they’re happy with
that.”

The authority, a quasi-governmental agency chaired by the state agriculture
commissioner, makes loans from a revolving fund to help expand farming
and agribusiness in Georgia. It is self-supporting and receives no state
appropriations.

England has achieved the enviable goal of paying virtually no property taxes
on his Barrow County residence. He and his wife live in a 14- by 80-foot
mobile home next door to his parents’ three-bedroom home. That qualifies
him for a homestead exemption that, combined with a conservation use
assessment, reduced the 2013 tax bill on the 11-acre parcel to $1.25.
(England also paid an $18 stormwater fee last year but, as any Georgia
legislator can tell you, a fee isn’t a tax.)

He said he and his wife put off building a home, focusing on building the

Homeport Farm Mart instead. “We’ve been working for years investing in
our business, getting it up and going,” he said. England said he hopes to
begin cultivating potted nursery plants there this year.
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In November 2012, Gov. Nathan Deal named England’s long-time campaign
treasurer, Wayne D. McLocklin, to fill a new Superior Court judgeship in the
Piedmont Judicial Circuit. England co-sponsored a bill to create the position,
needed because the circuit had the second-highest caseload per judge in
the state. The language was later tacked on to a Senate bill that was
passed and signed by Deal.

Political career

« Elected 2004 to the House, winning the Republican primary with 52.6
percent of the vote over Mike Pentecost, who had been campaign
manager for his predecessor, Warren Massey.

« Re-elected five times since then with no opposition.

» England was an early backer of Rep. David Ralston in his losing 2008
bid to replace Glenn Richardson as speaker of the House. Ralston,
who became speaker in January 2010, appointed England to be
Appropriations chairman a year later.

o Elected in 2007 and 2009 as chairman of the House Rural Caucus.

Committees

e Agriculture & Consumer Affairs (2005 — present)

« Appropriations (2007 — present; vice chairman for education, — 2010;
chairman, 2011 — present)

« Economic Development & Tourism (2005 — 2006)

« Education (2011 — present)

e Industry & Labor (2005 — present)

« Intragovernmental Coordination (2007)

« Natural Resources and Environment (2008 — present)

Employment

« President & CEO, Pete’s Enterprises Inc., restoration of antique farm
equipment, consulting and farming. The company previously operated
as Homeport Farm Mart, which closed in 2012 due to declining sales
and competition from national chains.

Business ownership interests

« President & CEO, Pete’s Enterprises Inc.

Other fiduciary positions

« Board member, Barrow County Farm Bureau
« Board member, Barrow Ministry Village
« Board member, Sims Academy of Innovation & Technology

« Council member, Georgia Future Farmers of America Alumni
Association

Real estate holdings
« Personal residence on 11.4 acres, valued at $69,000 under a
conservation use assessment

» Co-owner (with his parents) of a 4.1-acre commercial tract in Winder,
formerly the site of the Homeport Farm Mart, valued at $388,000

» England’s wife, Cindy, owns one-third interest in a house and 22.6
acres of timberland in Barrow County, valued at $180,000.

Other investments

« None disclosed.

Payments from state agencies

« The Georgia Department of Transportation reported purchasing $761
in supplies from the Homeport Farm Mart in 2006. The same year, the
Georgia Department of Natural Resources purchased $1,582 in
supplies from Homeport.




Friends and Family

» England’s wife, Betty Cynthia “Cindy” Casper England, works as an
accountant for the University of Georgia Cooperative Extension
Service.

» Wayne D. McLocklin, England’s campaign manager since his first
legislative campaign in 2004, was named a Superior Court judge by
Gov. Nathan Deal in November 2012. England said he did not
nominate McLocklin for the position but wrote a letter of support for the
appointment.

Campaign contributions

England has raised more than $747,000 in campaign contributions since
2004. The breakdown by election cycle:

« 2004: $21,884

« 2005-06: $16,289

« 2007-08: $38,900

« 2009-10: $79,737

« 2011-12: $226,199

« 2013-14: $246,088

« 2015-16: $117,444

¢ Reported cash on hand (Feb. 2016): $115,002

Top donors

« $8,613 Ex-Rep. Larry O'Neal & other Republican lawmakers

« $15,000 United Health Services of Georgia, nursing homes
« $13,500 Georgia Hospital Association

« $13,150 Georgia Health Care Association, nursing homes
« $12,500 Philip Morris and parent company Altria

« $12,000 BlueCross BlueShield of Georgia/Amerigroup

« $12,000 WellCare of Georgia

« $9,500 Centene Management Co., parent of the Peach State Health
Plan for Medicaid recipients

« $9,500 Medical Association of Georgia
« $9,250 Nelson, Mullins, Riley & Scarborough, lobbying firm
« $8,790 Georgia Industrial Loan Association

« $8,000 Joe Tanner & Associates

« $7,500 Corrections Corporation of America, private-prison operator
« $7,500 Georgia Association of Realtors

« $7,500 Georgia Dental Association

« $7,200 Coca-Cola & the Georgia Beverage Association

« $7,000 Troutman Sanders, lobbying firm

« $6,500 TitleMax, title pawn lender

« $6,250 Georgia Optometric Association

« $6,050 AT&T

« $5,950 Georgia Veterinary Medical Association

« $5,505 ARD Logistics LLC, auto parts supplier & government
contracting

« $5,500 Georgia Apartment Association

« $5,500 Georgia Bankers Association

« $5,500 Georgia Pharmacy Association

« $5,500 Georgia Poultry Federation

« $5,500 United Healthcare Services

- $5,300 Georgia Power Co.

« $5,201 Georgia Automobile Dealers Association




« $5,000 General Electric Co.
« $5,000 Select Management Resources, title-pawn lender

Campaign spending

In 2010 and 2011, England’s campaign bought $1,719 in knives from his
personal business, the Homeport Farm Mart, as gifts at his political fund-
raisers. England said Homeport provided them, at cost, since they could not
be purchased directly from the manufacturer. In 2012, it bought a used

laptop from Homeport for $199.

England’s campaign has paid Ed Cates, a member of England’s church,
$19,374 since 2009 for work as a legislative aide and campaign worker.

Campaign-to-campaign donations

Candidates may make political donations with campaign funds, allowing
prolific fund-raisers to share their contributions with other legislators or
candidates. Some advocacy groups believe such transfers should be limited
to an aggregate of $10,000 per election cycle. A Senate-passed bill in 2003
would have banned them altogether, but it died in the House. England’s
committee made these political donations:

« 2003-04: $0

« 2005-06: $8,000

« 2007-08: $18,500

« 2009-10: $37,800

o 2011-12: $47,450

« 2013-14: $100,500

« 2015: $1,500

Lobbyist gifts

Lobbyists have reported paying for meals and other gifts for England valued
at more than $26,000 since 2006. The big spenders: the University
System of Georgia ($3,313), Georgia Automobile Dealers Association
($1,574), Georgia Power Co. ($1,427), Georgia Dental Association
($1,405). BFF lobbyist: the auto dealers’ Bill Morie ($1,457).

« 2006: $1,062

« 2007: $1,462

« 2008: $1,812

« 2009: $1,592

« 2010: $2,887

« 2011: $7,658

« 2012: $6,151

e 2013: $2,650

« 2014: $1,051

« 2015: $208 through Feb. 28

Committee days & travel expenses

When the Legislature is out of session, members may collect $173 per
diem, plus mileage, for attending a committee meeting or conducting other
official business. (Per diem was $127 prior to 2007.) Lawmakers living
within 50 miles of the Capitol are taxed on these payments, which were
originally intended to cover out-of-town members’ food and lodging.
England more or less doubled his committee days with the extra work that
came with his assignment to a leadership position on Appropriations in
2010. Here’s the annual breakdown, based on the year in which the
expenses were paid:

« 2005: $5,301 (16 days)
« 2006: $7,955 (24 days)




« 2007: $12,143 (38 days)

« 2008: $11,080 (32 days)

« 2009: $8,007 (36 days)

« 2010: $13,799 (64 days) #5 in House
e 2011: $14,748 (68 days) #4 in House
« 2012: $13,428 (64 days) #3 in House
o 2013: $16,444 (73 days) #2 in House
e 2014: $12,942 (59 days) #4 in House

— Reported by Chelsea Cariker and Jim Walls

Chelsea Cariker is a student reporter with The News Enterprise, an
investigative reporting initiative of the Emory University Journalism Program.
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1. Jim Gilbert says:
March 6, 2015 at 1:41 pm
| STILL DON'T UNDERSTAND HOW THE NEW VEHICLE AD-
VALOREM TAX REALLY HELPS ANYBODY BUT THE STATE
AND THE COUNTY. HAVING TO PAY AN ADDITIONAL LARGE
FOR A TAG CREATES A HARDSHIP FOR MANY.

ALSO, | WAS TOLD TODAY BY A COUNTY TAX WORKER THAT
REP. ENGLAND IS SPONSORING A BILL THAT WILL REMOVE
THE TAX EXEMPTION FOR EDUCATION/SCHOOL FOR THE
ELDERLY. SOUNDS LIKE A DEMOCRATIC MOVE.

THE STRATEGIES HE HAS TAKEN TO ELIMINATE HIS
PROPERTY TAXES WAS SLICK TOO. MANY POLITICIANS
PURCHASE FARM LANDS FOR THE TAX DEDUCTION EVEN
THOUGH THE LAND IS DORMANT.

LOOKS LIKE HE NEEDS TO SPONSOR TO A BILL REGARDING

FARM AND AGRICULTURE BUSINESSES LOANS.— HOW THEY
WILL GET RE-PAID.
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