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Canton police face civil lawsuit

Posted: Wednesday, April 14, 2010 12:00 am

Erika Neldner | 0 comments

Alleged actions of a few Canton police officers during a May 2008 incident has the city in a legal battle.

The 2-year-old lawsuit Hamid Lavassani, 47, of Marietta, filed in federal court still has yet to be assigned to a court

calendar, according the U.S. District Court clerk’s office in Atlanta.

Lavassani is suing the police department, Police Chief Jeff Lance, Assistant Chief Todd Vande Zande, Sgt.

Lamar Jones, Detective Rodney Campbell, Officer Jason Yarborough, Officer Dan Combs and one to five “John

Does,” for violating his Fourth, Fifth and 14th amendment rights, as well as for false imprisonment. Lavassani is

suing the officers both individually and in their official capacities.

Lavassani’s attorney, Brian Sams, of Marietta-based Sams & Cole, said in the complaint that the defendants

also violated the state open records act by not providing requested information related to Lavassani’s arrest.

Lavassani said he felt he had to sue the city because what he says was done that night two summers ago

wasn’t right.

“I was humiliated by their actions,” Lavassani said. “I thought they were wrong to do such a thing, and I felt that if

I didn’t do something about it, that it would continue over and over again. I want to make sure this doesn’t

happen to anyone else again.”

Canton City Manager Scott Wood said he is familiar with the case, even though he didn’t work for the city at the

time. Wood was hired as city manager last year.

“It’s been turned over to our insurance company. The insurance company has a lawyer representing the city,”

Wood said. “That all happened before I came to town. I believe it would have been handled differently today, from

what I know about it … but I don’t want to criticize how it was handled, because I was not here. We do not take

lightly any incident in which there is alleged inappropriate behavior by police officers.”

Lance said he couldn’t speak in detail about the incident because there is a pending lawsuit.

He confirmed there was an internal affairs investigation but said the surveillance tape from the store that

captured the incident was not provided to the police department to use in their internal affairs investigation.

After the internal investigation, Jones was found guilty of violating the code of ethics, unsatisfactory performance

and conduct unbecoming of an officer. Campbell was found guilty of conduct unbecoming of an officer.
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Both officers were given a written reprimand. Jones, however, no longer is with the police department, but his

leaving the department had nothing to do with the May 2008 incident, officials said.

Lance said policy is to first give verbal counseling, then a written reprimand, then termination.

On May 1, 2008, a Canton police officer entered Lavassani’s Shell gas station and convenience store on

Marietta Highway at Ridge Road around 11:30 p.m., asking the store clerk if he had seen three young males

accused of an armed robbery at the nearby Alexander Ridge apartment complex.

According to the surveillance video, the clerk told the officer the boys had been inside the store two to three

hours earlier. The video shows the officer leave briefly and Jones returned, saying he needed access to the

surveillance video.

When the clerk said he couldn’t access the video, Jones asked the man to call the store’s manager to gain

access.

“I need it tonight,” Jones said to the clerk.

Jones is heard on the video speaking with Lavassani, who had been asleep at his Cobb County home.

Lavassani reportedly told the officer that he would return at 5 a.m. and furnish police with the video.

“I want your name and number, and I’ll send someone to pick you up,” Jones is heard telling Lavassani over the

phone. “I want the tape tonight.”

Jones is heard on the video threatening Lavassani with criminal charges if he didn’t go to the store immediately

and provide officers with the surveillance tape.

“Do you know what obstruction is?” Jones asked Lavassani over the telephone, as shown in the surveillance

footage. “You are obstructing the investigation of a strong-arm robbery.”

The video shows Jones walking behind the counter, without permission or a search warrant, in what looks like

an attempt to gain entry to the office to retrieve the surveillance footage.

Jones also is heard in the video threatening the clerk.

“What’s your boss’s name. I’m going to lock his (expletive deleted) up. I need his information. I’ll lock your

(expletive deleted) up if you don’t give me his name,” Jones said to the clerk, as evidenced from the video.

Jones allegedly told the clerk that he wasn’t going to be there to help if Lavassani ever was in trouble.

“I hope your boss never gets robbed,” Jones is heard saying on the video. “If he doesn’t want to help someone

else, then I’m not helping him out.”

Other officers arrived at the stored, including Campbell, who reportedly threatened to take the surveillance

footage and later reportedly threatened Lavassani with a search warrant.

“I don’t know how to get it either. I’ll just rip (the tapes out),” Campbell is heard saying on the video. After getting

on the phone with Lavassani, Campbell is heard telling him that he would station a police officer and refuse to

let anyone in the store.

“I’ll shut the store down. Nobody can re-enter … I’m going to get a search warrant and take everything out,”

Campbell told Lavassani, before slamming the phone down. 

After Lavassani reportedly agreed to come  to the store from his Cobb County home, Jones told him “Why don’t

you march your (expletive deleted) up here and I’ll show you what we’ll do.”

While officers were waiting for Lavassani to arrive, some are heard racially stereotyping Lavassani, who is a

U.S. citizen of Iranian descent, saying “Habib, something like that” and “Patel” when someone asked what the

store owner’s name was.

Officers began to help themselves to store merchandise. Campbell took a fountain drink and is seen in the

video sipping on the beverage while waiting for Lavassani’s arrival.
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“It’s our store right now,” Jones said.

Another officer is heard saying, “I’m going to start cooking up some hot dogs.”

Officers are not seen cooking any food on the surveillance tapes.

Lavassani arrived at the store after midnight and greeted Campbell with a handshake. The outside surveillance

doesn’t have audio, so the Ledger-News staff couldn’t hear what was being said.

Campbell and Lavassani exchange words, and Campbell is seen getting almost nose-to-nose with Lavassani.

The storeowner then began to walk toward the door to his store, but was stopped.

On the video, about four officers are seen trying to arrest Lavassani. They are pushing him back and forth until

they fall to the ground.

A letter, dated May 16, 2008, to Lance alleges that the officers kicked and kneed Lavassani, as well as twisted

his arms, handcuffed him and arrested him.

Yarborough took out an arrest warrant for Lavassani for four counts of felony obstruction—charges that were

later dropped by the Cherokee County District Attorney’s Office, citing a lack of evidence, documents show. 

The complaint alleges that the arrest warrant was falsely obtained.

Lavassani said the officers didn’t read him his Miranda Rights, and he said he didn’t fight back. 

Posted in Top stories on Wednesday, April 14, 2010 12:00 am.

Recommended by

Rules of Conduct

http://www.ledgernews.com/news/top_stories/canton-police-face-civil-lawsuit/article_0e6e918c-5751-59c7-bd11-00220c921fe2.html#user-comment-area
http://www.ledgernews.com/news/top_stories/canton-police-face-civil-lawsuit/article_0e6e918c-5751-59c7-bd11-00220c921fe2.html?mode=print
http://www.ledgernews.com/news/top_stories/another-outlet-mall-planned-for-cherokee/article_97b28692-e7bb-58e1-9385-b51e730ef921.html
http://www.ledgernews.com/news/weekly_news/little-river-bridge-on-ga-to-close-for-days/article_b2c6bf88-5472-584c-88f9-5d8c45977a31.html
http://www.ledgernews.com/your_ledger-news/clark-creek-elementary-school-stem-academy-chorus-performs-at-governor/article_4bb7d4a4-599b-11e2-8b35-101f742c6b0c.html
http://www.ledgernews.com/news/weekly_news/article_0af75222-bca2-11e2-809b-001a4bcf6878.html?mode=jqm
http://www.ledgernews.com/business/eye-can-motivational-speaking-and-positive-thinking-leads-local-man/article_e3cafc8d-ebe4-549e-a57e-c107dcc0616c.html?mode=jqm
http://www.eonline.com/news/440206/missing-casino-royal-actor-paul-bhattacharjee-found-dead
http://www.ehow.com/facts_7167536_happens-caught-gun-license_.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2268611_talk-cop-pulled-over.html
http://www.mevio.com/episode/327538/wesley-snipes-released-from-prison
http://bossip.com/787713/drugs-are-bad-mkay-lapd-releases-photos-of-michael-jacksons-disheveled-bedroom-on-the-day-he-died-pics-43081/
http://www.ledgernews.com/news/top_stories
http://www.ledgernews.com/content/tncms/live/#


7/20/13 Canton police face civil lawsuit - The Cherokee Ledger-News: Top Stories

www.ledgernews.com/news/top_stories/canton-police-face-civil-lawsuit/article_0e6e918c-5751-59c7-bd11-00220c921fe2.html 4/4

Sections
Home

News

Sports

Cherokee Lif e

Business

Opinion

Community

Photos

Videos

Online Features

Weather

Services
About  Us

Contact  Us

Advert ise

Return/Refund Policy

Rack Locat ions

Subscript ion Serv ices

Submission Forms

Site Index

Add Search Toolbar

Contact us

le dge rnew s.com

T he  Che rokee  Ledge r-New s

Phone number: 770-928-0706

A ddress: 103 East  Main St ree t

W oodst ock,  GA  30188
 A ll 

 News 

 Sports 

 A&E 

 Business 

 Opinion 

 Photos 

 Video 

Search

 Search

Search in:

© Copyright 2013, The Cherokee Ledger-News, Woodstock, GA. Pow ered by BLOX Content Management System from Tow nNew s.com. [Terms of Use | Privacy Policy]

AND PLEASE TURN OFF

CAPS LOCK.

3
Be Truthful.

Don't knowingly lie about

anyone or anything.

abusive posts.

6
Share with Us.

We'd love to hear eyewitness

accounts, the history behind

an article.

Forgot?

Screen Name or Email

Password

Or, use your linked account:

Welcome to the discussion.

Login

facebook

google

yahoo

Need an account? Create one now .

http://www.ledgernews.com/
http://www.ledgernews.com/news/
http://www.ledgernews.com/sports/
http://www.ledgernews.com/cherokee_life/
http://www.ledgernews.com/business/
http://www.ledgernews.com/opinion/
http://www.ledgernews.com/community/
http://www.ledgernews.com/gallery/
http://www.ledgernews.com/multimedia/videos/
http://www.ledgernews.com/online_features/
http://www.ledgernews.com/weather/
http://www.ledgernews.com/site/about.html
http://www.ledgernews.com/site/contact.html
http://www.ledgernews.com/site/forms/online_services/contact_sales/
http://www.ledgernews.com/site/refund_policy.html
http://www.ledgernews.com/site/rack_locations.html
http://www.ledgernews.com/site/services/
http://www.ledgernews.com/site/forms/
http://www.ledgernews.com/site/site_index/
javascript:window.external.AddSearchProvider('http://www.ledgernews.com/search/opensearch/generic.xml');
http://www.ledgernews.com/
http://www.ledgernews.com/
http://bloxcms.com/
http://townnews.com/
http://www.ledgernews.com/site/terms.html
http://www.ledgernews.com/site/privacy.html
javascript:void(0)
https://ledgernews-dot-com.bloxcms-ny1.com/users/signup/?referer_url=/news/top_stories/canton-police-face-civil-lawsuit/article_0e6e918c-5751-59c7-bd11-00220c921fe2.html#user-comment-area

